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WCS Mercury and PFAS in Waterbodies along the Dalton
Highway

What was tested? —
/ / / Checking a nt for fish along the Dalton

Filets from various fish species =
including Arctic grayling, slimy
sculpin, and longnose suckers were
collected in 2023 by the Wildlife
Conservation Society (WCS) and
analyzed to see the current levels of
heavy metals (including mercury) and
PFAS (artificially produced chemicals
found in fire fighting foam). River :
sediment, aquatic vegetation, and Which locations were studied?

invertebrates were also tested.
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These were assessed to get an idea of =

the current amount of contaminants in

aquatic ecosystems, in case of future Brooks Range

development, such as mines, roads or Mountains

infrastructure. A secondary goal was to ; Jeistrich River
inform people about the health of the fish e st e

they are eating. 3 _hﬁ#a.g Fork Koyukuk River

Ambler Road
(proposed)




What were the results?
WCS

Maximum mercury level in fish, by location

Percent of fish that had
mercury levels higher than the
State of Alaska “unlimited”
cutoff (200 ug/kg)

Most waterbodies: PFAS were Tea Lake (near Atigun River):
<1.5 ug/kg for all fish = Very PFAS were 20-40 ug/kg for
low fish = elevated!
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